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A COMMISSION MISGUIDED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Children - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

NCPCR logo   | Photo Credit: Special arrangement

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is the apex body for
upholding, monitoring and facilitating child rights in the country. However, as persons previously
associated with this esteemed body, we note with great concern some of the recent actions of
the Commission that suggest a grave departure from its primary duty to ensure the well-being of
all children, especially children in need of care and protection.

Also read | NCPCR directs 8 States to send children in child care homes back to their families

Amongst its significant powers and duties, the NCPCR has been specifically charged with the
monitoring of Child Care Institutions (CCIs) and was instructed to carry out a social audit of the
same by the Supreme Court. The social audit was initiated in 2015 and upon its completion, the
NCPCR, in its wisdom, directed District Magistrates in eight States to ensure that all children
within CCIs be de-institutionalised, repatriated and rehabilitated within a specified period. Civil
society organisations have raised several obvious concerns about this, especially because most
of these children are in CCIs due to abusive conditions in the family, and a mandated
repatriation without an adequate case-by-case assessment plan within a short period of time
would likely place the children again at grave risk of abuse, exploitation and neglect. They also
point to the sheer inadequacy of current systems to organise adoption and foster care.

Also read | National Commission for Protection of Child Rights needs counselling on own rules:
Activists

Juxtaposed with this diktat is the disturbing report of raids being undertaken on the eve of
Gandhi Jayanti by the NCPCR in select NGO-run CCIs, in order to establish whether foreign
funds have been misused in any manner. Not only is monitoring of the FCRA regulations outside
of the mandate of the NCPCR, but the raids also seem to target individuals who have been
outspoken in the criticism of the Central government on issues such as the National Register of
Citizens and the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. Such raids seem to have communal overtones
as an enquiry led by none less than the Chairperson reportedly delved into whether the
previously homeless children in the CCIs belonged to a particular community (Rohingya), and
what religious practices they engaged with, even as the institutions are known to maintain a
secular character.

The pandemic has exacerbated existing issues of child malnutrition, child labour, child abuse,
child marriage and mental illness. We would have expected the NCPCR to show concern for the
gross violation of children’s rights during the lockdown and in its aftermath. The NCPCR could
have used its authority and power to issue recommendations to relieve these grave conditions
by reiterating the need for strengthening all child-related institutions (government and non-
government) through adequate funds, and appreciating the relief measures that many civil
society organisations, including the ones being raided and instructed to close down, were
engaged in.

Also read | Child rights panel chief ‘unaware of police brutalities on children’

As citizens concerned with the rights and welfare of children, we have also been appalled at the

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Special-arrangement/
https://ncpcr.gov.in/
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daily reports of Dalit children and young women being raped and murdered, with gross
irregularities by the very institutions that are charged with their protection. We would have
expected the NCPCR to exhibit its priorities better by taking suo motu cognisance of the rape
and murder of a 14-year-old girl in Bhadohi in Uttar Pradesh, to make a test case of the lack of
systems to fight crimes against children instead of moving to undermine and dismantle whatever
little does exist for their protection. Undoubtedly, CCIs need monitoring and reforms; the
Commission should be in the vanguard to ensure the support that would necessarily be required
to implement these reforms. Yet, it seems to be deriving its priorities from the political agenda of
the day rather than upholding a steadfast and fair commitment to the welfare of children.

Vandana Prasad, a community pediatrician and public health professional, is former member,
NCPCR; and Shantha Sinha is former Chairperson of the NCPCR
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THE HINDU EXPLAINS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The story so far: Right from the time it became obvious that the SARS-CoV-2 virus outbreak
was not confined to China, but scaling other shores too, the theory of herd immunity has been
floating around. Initially, herd immunity, an important tool in epidemic control, was proposed as a
means to overcome the pandemic. Only a certain proportion of the population needs to be
infected in order to stop large outbreaks, either through naturally-acquired disease, or through
vaccination. Since a vaccine is not available for COVID-19 yet, some people advocated that the
infection be allowed to spread in the community until herd immunity is achieved.

The SARS-CoV-2 virus is easily transmissible and would require around 60-70% of the
population to be infected to acquire herd immunity.

Coronavirus | India still far from herd immunity: Harsh Vardhan

In the World Health Organization’s (WHO) ‘Science in 5’ video series, the organisation’s chief
scientist, Soumya Swaminathan, explains herd immunity with the help of a common childhood
infectious disease — measles — for which there is a very effective vaccine. “To achieve herd
immunity in the population, for measles, you need about 95% of the people to have immunity or
antibodies,” she explains. “Even if you have 5% of children [who are] not vaccinated, these
others actually have enough protection in the population to prevent the measles virus from
actually going from one person to the next. So, it is really like having a barrier of people who are
protected, who break that chain of transmission.”

For the SARS-CoV-2, Dr. Swaminathan thinks that at least 60-70% of the population should
have immunity to really break the chain of transmission. “If you allow this to happen naturally, it
will take a long time, of course, but more importantly, it is going to do a lot of collateral damage,”
adds Dr. Swaminathan. “So, even if 1 % of people who get infected are ultimately going to die,
then this can add up to a huge number of people, if we look at the global population. And that is
why we believe [that] it is not a good idea to achieve herd immunity by just letting the infection
run wild in the general population and infect a lot of people. We should talk about herd immunity
in the context of a vaccine,” she says.

Marc Lipsitch, Professor of Epidemiology and director, Center for Communicable Disease
Dynamics, Harvard School of Public Health, responding on Twitter to the news of the White
House’s new pandemic adviser recommending ‘herd immunity’, said: “This is simply wrong …
Herd immunity is not a strategy or a solution. It is surrender to a preventable virus.”

Coronavirus | ‘Aiming for herd immunity without pharma interventions may have disastrous
consequences’

Arnaud Fontanet and Simon Cauchemez, authors of a recent Nature publication, ponder over
this exact point: “Herd immunity is achieved when one infected person in a population generates
less than one secondary case on an average, which corresponds to the effective reproduction
number R (that is, the average number of persons infected by a case) dropping below 1 in the
absence of interventions.” The publication says, “With flu pandemics, herd immunity is usually
attained after two to three epidemic waves, each interrupted by the typical seasonality of
influenza virus, and more rarely, by interventions, with the help of cross-protection through
immunity to previously encountered influenza viruses, and vaccines, when available.” Currently,
there is insufficient confirmed information on re-infection to determine how that will influence the

https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-far-from-herd-immunity-vardhan/article32708678.ece
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/coronavirus-aiming-for-herd-immunity-without-pharma-interventions-may-have-disastrous-consequences-government-tells-rajya-sabha/article32652712.ece
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41577-020-00451-5
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https://www.nature.com/articles/s41577-020-00451-5
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pandemic’s course.

Comment | Imperatives after India’s September virus peak

A measure of the infection levels in the population is provided through the sero-surveys
conducted by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR). The second study was done
between August 17 and September 22, 2020, and found the prevalence at 15.6% of the
population in urban slums and at 8.2% in non-slum areas. The hotspots were not included this
time. In Delhi, the second round estimated a sero-prevalence of 29.1%. The study revealed that
for every reported COVID-19 case, there were 26-32 infections, down from 81-130 infections per
reported case in May. It also said the susceptibility of a considerable section of people, who are
still unexposed to SARS-CoV-2, exists, and the risk in urban slums is twice that in non-slum
areas, and four times higher than the risk in rural settings. In Mumbai (study not by ICMR), the
second-round estimated around 45% prevalence in slums and 18% sero-prevalence in non-
slums.

Coronavirus | Immunity for lesser time, change in ‘virulence’ of virus, say experts on September
sero-survey results

The Nature paper argues that vaccines are particularly suited for creating herd immunity
because “their allocation can be specifically targeted to highly exposed populations, such as
healthcare workers or individuals with frequent contact with customers.” They may have a
significantly greater impact on reducing viral circulation than naturally-acquired immunity,
especially if it turns out that naturally-acquired protective immunity requires boosts through re-
infections.

Dr. Swaminathan says, “With a vaccine you can achieve immunity and herd immunity safely.
Through natural infection also we can achieve it at some point, but it would be at great human
cost.” Meanwhile, until a vaccine is readied, it would be best to take actions that would slow
down the progress of the virus — following COVID-19 etiquettes of wearing a mask, physical
distancing and following hand hygiene — she adds.
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THE HINDU EXPLAINS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The story so far: The National Institute of Nutrition (NIN), the Hyderabad-based premier
research body of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), has released a new set of
guidelines, updating norms on recommended dietary allowances (RDA), which is the average
daily intake needed for a nutritious diet. Besides several other recommendations, a salient point
in the report released this week is the upward revision of the ‘ideal’ weight of Indian men and
women.

In 1989, an expert committee constituted by the NIN to decide on what should be a nutritious
diet, used data generated by studying body weights and heights of well-to-do Indian children and
adolescents. This was not reflective of the breadth and diversity of India. The reference weights
for a man and woman were fixed at 60 kg and 50 kg respectively. Another committee in 2010
considered extensive data on anthropometry collected by the National Nutrition Monitoring
Bureau, using nutrition profiles from ten States of India for computing reference body weights.
They computed reference weights for different age groups. Most of the data collected were from
rural India, but the reference points for a single ‘ideal’ weight remained unchanged. For the
latest report, NIN looked at nationally representative data from the National Family Health
Survey-4 (NFHS-4, 2015-16), the National Nutrition Monitoring Bureau (2015-16), the World
Health Organization (2006-07) and the Indian Academy of Paediatrics (IAP, 2016) to “derive
acceptable reference body weight values through the lifespan.” The definition for a reference
Indian adult man and woman were modified with regard to age (19-39 years) instead of (20-39
years) and a body weight of 65 kg and 55 kg respectively were fixed for a normal Body Mass
Index (BMI). Though termed ‘ideal’, it is more appropriately a measure of the average weight of
Indians.

Also read | Tracking nutrition and health status of Indians

The reference weights are a proxy for the nutritional status of the people of a country.
International comparisons find that the average Indian is lighter than his or her counterparts
globally. The average Dutch male is 87.4 kg and a woman 72.3 kg, and the average weight in
the United Kingdom is 86.8 kg for men and 72.9 kg for women, according to data aggregator
‘WorldData.info’. Indians are closer to typical weights prevalent in Asia. The average Sri Lankan
male is 61.3 kg and woman 56.2 kg, and the average Japanese man is 69 kg and woman 54.7
kg. The data, however, is based on 2010 estimates, and the latest NIN revision will push India
up a few notches.

The guidelines specify the amount of carbohydrates, minerals, dietary fibre, fats and oils,
protein, and even water, that a person must ideally consume. The water intake for an adult man
ranges from 32-58 ml per kg body mass, and for a woman, it ranges from 27-52 ml per kg body
mass. For children, the requirement is over 60 ml per kg body mass, and for adolescent boys it
ranges from 47-60 ml per kg body mass, while for girls, it is 39-49 ml per kg body mass. For a
pregnant woman, based on the working intensity, the water required from beverages ranges
from 2.1 litres to 3.2 litres per day. A minimum 400 gram/day of fruits and vegetables are
necessary to obtain sufficient antioxidant nutrients, such as beta-carotene, Vitamin C, and
certain non-nutrients like polyphenols and flavonoids that reportedly protect against chronic
diseases. This should be complemented with a sufficient amount of vegetable oil to obtain
Vitamin E. The fat intakes for sedentary, moderate and heavy activities have been set at 25
gram/day, 30 g/d and 40 g/d respectively for an adult man, and 20 g/d, 25 g/d and 30 g/d for
adult women.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Hyderabad/ideal-body-weight-of-indian-men-now-65-kg-women-55-kg/article32736299.ece
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RE-IMAGINING EDUCATION IN AN INDIA AT 100
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

After 34 years, India rekindled the conversation on its National Education Policy (NEP) in 2020.
A policy is as good as it is actualised in practice and it would be ideal to explore the contours of
national education practices leading to 2047 when politically independent India becomes 100
years old. From a teacher’s perspective, the next education practices can be viewed through the
following five design principles.

Autonomy: Currently, the clamour for autonomy in education practices is a mixed bag of
pretentious idealism and hard-nosed practicality. The Indian Institutes of Management (IIM) Bill,
2017 granting autonomy to the IIMs has now become an Act. In helming a first generation IIM for
two terms, one has seen no dramatic variation in the nature of autonomy of the IIMs. The reason
for this is that the IIMs, as indeed the Indian Institutes of Technology, have been performing
institutions with robust self-correcting systems. The greatest insurance for autonomy is
excellence in students’ outcomes rather than a piece of legislation. As long as institutions
continue to excel, they will earn their autonomy through social, community and citizens’
sanctions. Legislation may help. However, institutions and institutional leaders who are trained
for blind conformity will find exercise of autonomy rather difficult even if the law is on their side.
In practice, autonomy cannot be defined by entitlement nor limited by unlawful encroachment.
Mere assumption of autonomy does not ensure exercise of autonomy. By 2047, autonomy has
to be imbibed as an institutional culture rather than a personal perquisite of a vice chancellor,
principal or a director. There will be autonomy in teaching methods, autonomy of the learner in
creating her own curriculum, autonomy of thought and self-governance — Swayttata.

Learning: In 2047, six billion people in the world would constitute the middle class. With little
money but with enormous hunger for learning, they will define the learner base for a networked
global university system. Technology will proliferate intelligence from hardware to software to
everywhere. Smart schools and smart classes may soon morph to smart chairs and smart
desks. Intelligence can be embedded into everything. Smart chairs will have sensors to map the
flow of attention in the classrooms. On the other hand, the intangibles of the teaching learning
process such as creativity, mentorship and facilitation of learning will give birth to the quest for
mastery. Teachers will evolve from ring masters to zen masters, raising awareness rather than
delivering content. The four core tasks of the university: creation; dissemination; accreditation
and monetisation of knowledge will require a sweet synthesis of algorithm and altruism. Learning
will involve mobilisation of knowledge for a specific person; is a specific context to face specific
challenges or problems. In the ultimate analysis, learning will be about propagation of crucial
questions rather than pre-determined answers. Pressure of performance will have to co-exist
with the pleasure and ecstasy of learning — ananda.

Trans-disciplinarity: The new National Education Policy (NEP) roots for multi-disciplinary
institutions rather than standalone schools. Multidisciplinarity involves experts from different
disciplines working together, each drawing on their unique disciplinary knowledge. In a world
that is going to be more complex and volatile, expertise from multiple disciplines will be required
to construct an understanding of the real life problems we will face. The challenges that COVID-
19 has thrown before us require medical scientists, economists, historians, architects, health
workers and political scientists and more experts to bring their disciplinary depth to the table.
Frequent flooding of our cities is at once an urban planning issue, an engineering issue,
environmental issue, public health issue, and of course a political issue that requires many
diverse fields to create an understanding of the nature of the problem and its solution. However,
by 2047, trans-disciplinarity rather than multi-disciplinarity will be the norm. Transdisciplinarity is
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about creating a coherence of intellectual frameworks beyond the disciplinary perspectives.
Knowledge in 2047 will move from discipline-based units to the unity of meaning and
understanding. The reductionist knowledge of the West that explains the whole as the sum of
parts will yield space to the quest for the part less whole that the rishis of the Upanishads
described as purnatwa.

Technology-innovation: Technology-led innovation will take learning from cognition to
immersion. The content of knowledge has evolved from text that had to be cognised to include
visual, audio and tactile immersive experiences. Traditionally, students of professional courses
learnt through field and factory visits. Today, it is possible for a factory experience to be
simulated in a classroom. A leading global engineering company, ABB, is using virtual reality to
simulate a factory experience inside a school. A classroom will not be a place but a space. In
2047, school will not be a brick and mortar house but a connecting hub that will digitally decode,
deliver and disperse knowledge. Disruptive innovation will enable technology to give greater
access to hitherto exclusive knowledge and fulfil unmet learner needs. A vice chancellor’s office
will look a lot more like a tech-studio. Technology will not be a cosmetic add-on but serve a
strategic purpose. Leading schools of the world will harness talent and technology seamlessly.

Values, mindset and culture: By 2047, Indian teachers will be engaged in nurturing global
mindsets based on three classical values of India: satyam (authenticity), nityam (sustainability)
and purnam (wholeness). Mindsets will be based on how learners receive information and not
what information they receive; on how to think rather than what to think. Education is finally
about creating and sustaining wholesome cultures rather than serving the templates of
outmoded civilisations. The post-colonial Indian education system has managed to create
mindsets of clerks and coders and imitators to serve a civilisation that bets on material values of
exploitation of nature and increasing consumption. While civilisation is about what we acquire,
culture is concerned with who we become. The most valuable outcome of education is the
becoming of a competent and compassionate human being. In 2047, a teacher’s role will be to
midwife this transformative re-birth of citizens of our great nation.

Debashis Chatterjee is the author of ‘Timeless Leadership’ and the Director of IIM Kozhikode
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-10-06

THE CHALLENGE OF CHANGING HEALTH BEHAVIOUR
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The role of health behaviour (our diet, physical activity, sleep, smoking, substance use, and so
on) in public health practice needs special attention during an epidemic. The challenge is that
the onus of altering health behaviour lies with the individuals who often don’t have the option of
changing their livelihood. We see this during this pandemic. This demonstrates the failure of
public health in internalising the knowledge about the social origins of human behaviour. Let’s
examine four aspects of our response to COVID-19.

The real skill of public health professionals during an epidemic is to identify those social groups
which can be at greater risk to disease at any given point of time. The screening of those groups
becomes efficient when the high-risk groups are identified and targeted for systematic
surveillance to prevent potential spread of a disease. In other words, the real skill of public
health surveillance is to pick up those who are at risk from a general population, even before
they know that they are at risk. To know whether any group is at risk or not is possible only if we
have a deep understanding of the society and its people and their livelihood-related behaviour of
which health behaviour forms a part.

Comment | The pandemic and the challenge of behaviour change

It is this classic public health act of identifying an ‘at risk’ population that calls for an
anthropological understanding of human lives for which understanding risky health behaviour
becomes inevitable. Laboratory tests only categorise the population as ‘positive’ and ‘negative’.
These can be matched with those with risky health behaviour and non-risky health behaviour.
These categories are further linked to their livelihood characteristics and are crucial for effective
public health action. Any attempt to over-emphasise laboratory tests during an epidemic without
capturing the health behaviour of people is actually putting the cart before the horse. This is
what happens when very little is known about people, their occupation and health behaviour.

Another related but crucial aspect of health behaviour is the significant linkage it has with the
prevention of an epidemic. The primary purpose of public health action during an epidemic is to
prevent the spread of a disease in the community. When laboratory tests that are meant for
clinical practice become the starting point, and when guidelines state that only those with
symptoms be tested, this does not help prevent the spread of the disease. This is because
testing is done among those who already have symptoms and who have the potential to transmit
the disease to others by the time test results are available. The overreliance on laboratory tests
not only means that we lose the opportunity to detect those who are possibly at high risk of
transmission but also the opportunity to look for high risk behaviour among people. In other
words, the approach to tackle COVID-19 allows, by design, silent transmission of the disease
within populations.

The third important aspect is the the role of health awareness in health behaviour. Many who are
at risk find it difficult to modify their health behaviour despite being aware that they are at risk.
People are aware that taking precautions like wearing masks, hand washing and maintaining
physical distancing can prevent transmission of the disease. Yet we hear of politicians,
celebrities, healthcare workers and those travelling in public transport testing positive for
COVID-19. This implies that there is a limit to an individual’s capacity to modify his behaviour
and sustain that behaviour without altering his living and working condition.

Also read | Health Ministry sounds note of caution on self-medication

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-pandemic-and-the-challenge-of-behaviour-change/article31596370.ece
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Related to this is the fact that if there is success in controlling an epidemic, the credit goes to
science and institutions and the government, whereas if there is a failure to control the epidemic,
the blame is placed on the people. There is a failure to understand that health behaviour is only
a subset of human behaviour and is closely linked to a person’s living and working conditions.
Behavourial change takes place when society is organised in such a way that there is no option
to engage in risky/ unhealthy behaviour by virtue of one’s occupation or social position. Right
now, those who can afford to modify their life conditions without affecting their livelihood are the
ones who are mostly able to keep away from the risk of COVID-19.

Finally, it is important to examine ways by which States/ governments intervene to ensure that
people follow a certain health behaviour. Most States invoked the Epidemic Diseases Act of
1897 and some gave the police the responsibility to ensure that people follow certain health
behaviour. What is the expectation of public health professionals about people’s health
behaviour during epidemics? Can we expect people to recognise the potential risks on their own
and keep away from those risks? Disease control models focus on modifying individual risk
factors. The role of public health in this case gets largely confined to ‘preaching’ with very little
scope for action. The second approach has been to create fear of punishment as the basis of
behavioural change. The police is given the responsibility to fine people when they violate rules.
This has serious ethical implications, especially for those who cannot afford certain health
behavioural practices. What history teaches us is that those health behavioural practices that
are ‘natural’ and linked to living and working conditions are more acceptable and sustainable
and are followed by people voluntarily. The task of public health professionals is to understand
those health behavioural practices and the relationship of those practices with social structures
and institutions. Anything short of this commitment in public health will ultimately result in putting
the onus on the people to adopt ‘self-control’ which is the same as ‘preaching’, where there is
little scope for action.

Also read | Human behaviour during pandemic ‘deeply irrational’, says Contagion director
Steven Soderbergh

Health behaviour plays a critical role in deciding the success of any public health intervention.
The potential of health behaviour to transform the direction of any crisis is immense. The real
change in health behaviour is possible only when there is acknowledgement of its societal roots
and there are efforts to alter it at multiple levels. Instead, putting the onus of changing or
modifying health behaviour onto individuals will only result in ‘victim blaming’ and create distrust
between people and those responsible for epidemic control.

Mathew George is Professor, Centre for Public Health, School of Health Systems Studies, Tata
Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. The views expressed are personal
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-10

HOW PM MODI’S ‘SVAMITVA’ SCHEME ON PROPERTY
CARDS WILL BENEFIT MILLIONS OF RURAL
PROPERTY OWNERS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday will launch the physical distribution of property cards
under the 'SVAMITVA' (ownership) scheme via videoconferencing. This ‘historic’ move will pave
the way for villagers to use property as a financial asset for taking loans and other financial
benefits.

The Prime Minister's Office (PMO) on Friday described its launch as "a historic move set to
transform rural India". This will also enable around one lakh property holders to download their
property cards through an SMS link sent on their mobile phones, and this would be followed by
the physical distribution of property cards by the respective state governments.

These beneficiaries are from 763 villages across six states -- 346 from Uttar Pradesh, 221 from
Haryana, 100 from Maharashtra, 44 from Madhya Pradesh, 50 from Uttarakhand and two from
Karnataka.

The beneficiaries from all these states except Maharashtra will receive the physical copies of
their property cards within a day, the PMO statement said.

Maharashtra has a system of recovering a nominal cost of property cards so it will take a
month's time.

Also, this is the first time ever that such a large-scale exercise involving the most modern means
of technology, is being carried out to benefit millions of rural property owners.

PM Modi will also be interacting with some of the beneficiaries during the event. Union Minister
for Panchayati Raj will be present on the occasion. The programme will commence from 11 am.

All about ‘SVAMITVA’ scheme

SVAMITVA, a Central Sector Scheme of the Ministry of Panchayati Raj, which was launched by
PM Modi on National Panchayati Raj Day, 24th April 2020.The scheme aims to provide the
‘record of rights’ to village household owners in rural areas and issue Property Cards.

The Scheme is being implemented across India in a phased manner over a period of four years
(2020-2024) and would eventually cover around 6.62 lakh villages of the country. About 1 lakh
villages in the States of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and Karnataka, and few border villages of Punjab & Rajasthan, along with establishment of
Continuous Operating System (CORS) stations’ network across Punjab and Rajasthan, are
being covered in the Pilot phase (2020-21).

All these six States have signed MoU with Survey of India for drone survey of rural areas and
implementation of the scheme. These States have finalised the digital property card format and
the villages to be covered for drone-based survey. States of Punjab and Rajasthan have signed
MoU with Survey of India for establishment of CORS network to assist in future drone flying
activities.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/pm-modi-set-to-launch-distribution-of-property-cards-under-svamitva-scheme-11602242023692.html
https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/when-does-it-make-sense-to-revive-a-life-insurance-policy-11597855194005.html
https://www.livemint.com/money/personal-finance/when-does-it-make-sense-to-revive-a-life-insurance-policy-11597855194005.html
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Also, different states have different nomenclature for the Property Cards viz. ‘Title deed’ in
Haryana, ‘Rural Property Ownership Records (RPOR)’ in Karnataka, ‘Adhikar Abhilekh’ in
Madhya Pradesh, ‘Sannad’ in Maharashtra, ‘Svamitva Abhilekh’ in Uttarakhand, ‘Gharauni’ in
Uttar Pradesh.
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Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://epaper.livemint.com/Home/ArticleView?utm_source=livemintstory&utm_medium=lmstorybottom&utm_campaign=lmstoryref
https://t.me/livemint
https://www.livemint.com/


Page 19

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-10-12

PM LAUNCHES PHYSICAL DISTRIBUTION OF
PROPERTY CARDS UNDER THE SVAMITVA SCHEME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched physical distribution of property cards under
SVAMITVA scheme through video conferencing and interacted with the beneficiaries of the
scheme.

 

Prime Minister wished the beneficiaries of ‘SVAMITVA Scheme' who have got property cards of
their houses today and said now the beneficiaries will have a right, a legal document of owning
their houses. The scheme is going to bring historical changes to the villages in the country. He
added the country has taken another major step towards an AtmaNirbhar Bharat, as the scheme
helps in making rural India self-reliant.

 

He said one lakh beneficiaries from Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh have been handed over the legal papers of their houses today
and promised to give such property cards to every household in the next three - four years in
every village of the country.

 

Prime Minister expressed happiness of distributing property cards on the birth anniversary of two
great leaders, Jai Prakash Narayan and Nana ji Deshmukh. He added the birth anniversary of
these two great men did not just fall on the same date, rather their struggle and ideals were also
similar. He recalled that both Nananji and JP fought their entire lives for empowerment of Rural
India and the poor.

 

Recalling Nanaji’s words “when the people of the village remain trapped in disputes, neither they
will be able to develop themselves nor the society” Shri Modi said he also believed the
ownership will become a great medium to end many disputes in our villages.

 

Prime Minister said ownership of land and house plays a big role in the development of the
country. He added when there is a record of property, citizens gain confidence and new avenues
of investment open. Loan is easily available from the bank on record of property, employment
and self-employment avenues open. But the difficulty is that today only one third of the
population in the world has a record of their property legally. He added the property card will
clear the way to buy and sell property without any dispute for the villagers. He said today we
have so many youths in the village who want to do something on their own. After getting the
property card, easy access to loans from banks on their houses would be ensured. He said with
the new technology like using drones in mapping and survey, accurate land records of every
village can be created. Due to accurate land records, development related work in the village will
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also be easier which would be another benefit of these property cards.

 

Prime Minister said ‘SVAMITVA Scheme' will help in strengthening the Panchayati Raj system
for which efforts are underway for the past 6 years. He listed the initiatives taken for
strengthening the Gram Panchayats in the past 6 years and said SVAMITVA Scheme will make
village management easier for our gram panchayats, in a systematic way like municipalities and
municipal corporations. He said in the last 6 years, continuous efforts were made to remove
chronic shortages in the villages.

 

He said an unprecedented level of development has taken place in the villages in the last 6
years which has not happened in the last seven decades of independence. He listed the benefits
villagers got in the past 6 years like having a bank account, getting electricity connection, access
to toilets, getting gas connection, having a pucca house and having a piped drinking water
connection. He added that a major campaign to connect every village in the country with the
optical fiber connection is also going on at a fast pace.

 

Criticizing the opposition, the Prime Minister said those who do not want our farmers to become
self reliant are having problems with the reforms in the agricultural sector. With the introduction
of Kisan Credit Cards to Small farmers, Cowherds and fishermen the brokers and middlemen
are having problems, as their illegal income has stopped. He also listed the initiatives which
have stopped leakages like Neem coating of urea, Direct Benefit Transfer to the bank account of
farmers, etc. and said those affected by the plugging of leakages are opposed to agricultural
reforms today. He said development in the country is not going to stop due to them and will
continue to make the village and the poor self-reliant. He added the role of ‘SVAMITVA Scheme'
is also very important for the accomplishment of this resolution.

*****

VRRK/AK

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched physical distribution of property cards under
SVAMITVA scheme through video conferencing and interacted with the beneficiaries of the
scheme.

 

Prime Minister wished the beneficiaries of ‘SVAMITVA Scheme' who have got property cards of
their houses today and said now the beneficiaries will have a right, a legal document of owning
their houses. The scheme is going to bring historical changes to the villages in the country. He
added the country has taken another major step towards an AtmaNirbhar Bharat, as the scheme
helps in making rural India self-reliant.

 

He said one lakh beneficiaries from Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
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Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh have been handed over the legal papers of their houses today
and promised to give such property cards to every household in the next three - four years in
every village of the country.

 

Prime Minister expressed happiness of distributing property cards on the birth anniversary of two
great leaders, Jai Prakash Narayan and Nana ji Deshmukh. He added the birth anniversary of
these two great men did not just fall on the same date, rather their struggle and ideals were also
similar. He recalled that both Nananji and JP fought their entire lives for empowerment of Rural
India and the poor.

 

Recalling Nanaji’s words “when the people of the village remain trapped in disputes, neither they
will be able to develop themselves nor the society” Shri Modi said he also believed the
ownership will become a great medium to end many disputes in our villages.

 

Prime Minister said ownership of land and house plays a big role in the development of the
country. He added when there is a record of property, citizens gain confidence and new avenues
of investment open. Loan is easily available from the bank on record of property, employment
and self-employment avenues open. But the difficulty is that today only one third of the
population in the world has a record of their property legally. He added the property card will
clear the way to buy and sell property without any dispute for the villagers. He said today we
have so many youths in the village who want to do something on their own. After getting the
property card, easy access to loans from banks on their houses would be ensured. He said with
the new technology like using drones in mapping and survey, accurate land records of every
village can be created. Due to accurate land records, development related work in the village will
also be easier which would be another benefit of these property cards.

 

Prime Minister said ‘SVAMITVA Scheme' will help in strengthening the Panchayati Raj system
for which efforts are underway for the past 6 years. He listed the initiatives taken for
strengthening the Gram Panchayats in the past 6 years and said SVAMITVA Scheme will make
village management easier for our gram panchayats, in a systematic way like municipalities and
municipal corporations. He said in the last 6 years, continuous efforts were made to remove
chronic shortages in the villages.

 

He said an unprecedented level of development has taken place in the villages in the last 6
years which has not happened in the last seven decades of independence. He listed the benefits
villagers got in the past 6 years like having a bank account, getting electricity connection, access
to toilets, getting gas connection, having a pucca house and having a piped drinking water
connection. He added that a major campaign to connect every village in the country with the
optical fiber connection is also going on at a fast pace.

 

Criticizing the opposition, the Prime Minister said those who do not want our farmers to become



Page 22

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

self reliant are having problems with the reforms in the agricultural sector. With the introduction
of Kisan Credit Cards to Small farmers, Cowherds and fishermen the brokers and middlemen
are having problems, as their illegal income has stopped. He also listed the initiatives which
have stopped leakages like Neem coating of urea, Direct Benefit Transfer to the bank account of
farmers, etc. and said those affected by the plugging of leakages are opposed to agricultural
reforms today. He said development in the country is not going to stop due to them and will
continue to make the village and the poor self-reliant. He added the role of ‘SVAMITVA Scheme'
is also very important for the accomplishment of this resolution.

*****

VRRK/AK
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-10-13

NOBEL PEACE PRIZE TO WORLD FOOD PROGRAMME
RECOGNISES HUNGER AS VIOLATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

In May 2018, a remarkable addition was made to the UN Security Council resolutions on civilian
protection in armed conflicts. Building on previous UN resolutions on humanitarian laws, human
rights and protecting civilians and vulnerable populations, Resolution 2417, for the first time,
recognised the need to “break the vicious cycle between armed conflict and food insecurity”.
This pathbreaking resolution also added credence to the Sustainable Development Goal of
eradicating hunger adopted by the UN in 2015.

The recent announcement of the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize to the World Food Programme (WFP),
one of the largest humanitarian organisations addressing hunger and promoting food security, is
a step forward in recognising the seriousness of the global food crisis. It draws attention to the
sustained efforts to fight hunger and famine from the grassroots to the highest levels of global
governance. While recognising those who struggle to ban nuclear weapons, restrict arms
production and arms trade, and prevent conflict through diplomacy may seem directly relevant
for the peace prize, putting focus on the consequences of war is also an important part of
working towards peace and the well-being of people.

UNSCR 2417 had very clearly prepared the ground to focus world attention on the after-effects
of war, including continued suffering of food-insecure people and severely undernourished
children. The Nobel committee has further stressed the link between armed conflict and hunger
— something that the WFP also recently reminded us of. Almost 80 per cent of all chronic
malnourished children inhabit countries affected by armed conflict. The ongoing coronavirus
pandemic has exacerbated the problem of food insecurity and famines. It is anticipated that the
number of hungry people could increase to 270 million under the impact of the pandemic, with
the most acute suffering and starvation experienced in conflict zones.

READ | Explained: How Nobel Peace Prize 2020 winner WFP has combated hunger
around the world

Wars constrain people’s mobility, create black markets and restrict people’s access to food,
making it either unavailable or too expensive. War-related displacement causes people to be
removed from their cultivable land so that they cannot grow food, and it diverts resources from
people’s welfare towards the war effort. War parties control what goes in and out of areas under
their jurisdiction, and can use withholding of food as a weapon of war. Providing people with
food in an emergency situation may seem like a very short-term measure. At the same time,
providing for basic needs is necessary for promoting trust in society and for the focus to shift to
education, work and rebuilding lives. This is also important for preventing the outbreak of new
hostilities and armed conflicts.

Apart from the significance of the connections between war and hunger, we also believe that
eradicating hunger needs to be a focus in its own right. Amidst all the media attention to the
exceptional violence of wars, terrorism and genocides, we tend to forget the millions of hunger
victims who die in a slower, less spectacular form of violence. Hunger is not inevitable: It is man-
made and there are victims and perpetrators. Those perpetrators include — but are not
restricted to — state actors who, through what they do or what they fail to do, contribute to
starvation.

https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pandemic-explained-who-novel-coronavirus-covid19-what-is-a-pandemic-6309727/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-peace-nobel-winner-wfp-has-combated-hunger-around-the-world-6718909/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/how-peace-nobel-winner-wfp-has-combated-hunger-around-the-world-6718909/
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Hunger has been India’s bane in colonial times and also since Independence. While debates
about the Bengal and other British-era famines are getting some attention now, we need to
focus on the hunger threats and food insecurity that independent India continues to face. In
1947, India’s biggest challenge was to find enough grains to feed its population of around 300
million, when only 10 per cent of the cultivated area had access to irrigation, and mineral
fertilisers were an unaffordable luxury. Though a modern, technology-driven economy was
introduced, the lack of domestic food production continued to be supplemented by importing
grains from all over the world — an embarrassing situation for a proudly non-aligned nation that
became the largest importer of food aid, especially from the US.

The Green Revolution changed the situation drastically since the late 1960s but acute hunger
crisis, famines and malnourishment are reported regularly, along with farmer suicides. State
policies and accountability are the bigger part of the problem, along with the occurrence of
frequent natural disasters and lack of public attention to this issue. The ongoing coronavirus
pandemic has further exacerbated the threat of hunger, ever since the lockdown was introduced
and millions of daily-wage earners lost their livelihood, giving rise to massive reverse migration.
To add to these known precarities, the impact of climate change on the future of crop production
is not even fully known yet.

READ | Nobel Peace Prize winner WFP’s India link: PDS reforms, rice ATMs

The World Food Programme has delivered food aid and worked to alleviate hunger in many
parts of the world, including India. Recognising its work at this critical juncture is not only a
much-needed act of appreciation, but an urgent warning that we all need to heed. The world
faces a severe food crisis as the threat of famines and starvation is magnified during the
ongoing pandemic. This slow violence on vulnerable populations will weigh on our collective
conscience, if we do not recognise hunger as the ultimate violation of basic human rights and
dignity, and join hands to eradicate it.

This article first appeared in the print edition on October 13 under the title “A prize for
waging war on hunger”. Parashar is Associate Professor in Peace and Development
Research at the School of Global Studies, Gothenburg University, Sweden. Orjuela is
Professor in Peace and Development Research at the School of Global Studies,
Gothenburg University, Sweden

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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A CONCERTED ATTACK ON RTI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

This year marks 15 years of the enactment of the Right to Information (RTI) law, which has
empowered millions to assert their citizenship and show truth to power. It was a vibrant
grassroots movement, led not just by the educated elite but the working poor across the country,
that eventually resulted in the passage of the historic law in 2005.

The right to information has been upheld by the Supreme Court as a fundamental right flowing
from Article 19 of the Constitution, which guarantees every citizen the right to free speech and
expression. Without access to relevant information, people’s ability to formulate opinions and
express themselves meaningfully is curtailed. Since its enactment, the RTI law has been used
by people to seek information to actively participate in decision-making processes and hold
governments accountable.

Also read | At 15, RTI Act crippled by rising backlog

Every year nearly six million applications are filed under the RTI Act, making it the most
extensively used transparency legislation in the world. National assessments have shown that a
large proportion of these are filed by the poorest and the most marginalised who have
understood the tremendous potential of the law to empower them to access their basic rights
and entitlements, especially in the absence of effective grievance redress mechanisms to
address service delivery failures. During the COVID-19 crisis too, the law has been widely used
to seek information about availability of medical facilities, like ventilators and ICU beds, and to
hold government departments accountable for delivery of foodgrains and social security benefits
meant for those in distress, including migrant workers.

The RTI Act has also been put to effective use by public-spirited citizens to shine the light on
corruption and arbitrary abuse of power by the state. People have used it to question the highest
offices. Information has been accessed about the anonymous electoral bonds though which
thousands of crores have been channelled into political parties. The Prime Minister’s Office has
been queried about the expenditure of the PM CARES Fund set up to provide relief during
disasters like the current pandemic.

By giving every citizen of India the right to access government files and records, the law has
potentially created 1.3 billion whistleblowers and auditors. It has empowered citizens to question
those who govern and hold them to account. Consistent attempts by governments to denigrate
the law bear testimony to this tilting of the balance of power.

Comment | The tremor of unwelcome amendments to the RTI Act

The worst blow to the RTI regime has come in the form of a persistent and concerted attack on
the transparency watchdogs set up under the law. Information Commissions at the Centre and in
the States are the final adjudicators empowered to act against violations of the legislation. In
2019, regressive amendments were made to the RTI Act which did away with statutory
protection of fixed tenure and high status conferred on the commissioners. Despite stiff
opposition within and outside Parliament, the government pushed the RTI (Amendment) Act
which allows the Central government to determine the tenure and salaries of all Information
Commissioners, signalling that directions to disclose inconvenient information could invite
adverse consequences.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/at-15-rti-act-crippled-by-rising-backlog/article32827394.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-tremor-of-unwelcome-amendments/article28628537.ece
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The functioning of commissions has been severely impeded by governments not appointing
Information Commissioners in a timely manner. Vacancies in Information Commissions lead to
large backlogs of appeals/complaints and long delays in the disposal of cases, effectively
frustrating the people’s right to know. The track record of the BJP-led government at the Centre
has been particularly abysmal. Since May 2014, not a single commissioner of the Central
Information Commission (CIC) has been appointed without citizens having to approach courts.
Despite Supreme Court orders to fill all vacancies, six out of 11 posts of commissioners are
currently vacant in the CIC, including that of the chief. The CIC is headless for the fifth time in
the last six years! State governments appear to have adopted a similar strategy. Eight State
Information Commissions are functioning without a chief. Two commissions — Tripura and
Jharkhand — are totally defunct with no commissioners.

Also read | Abuse’ of RTI has led to ‘paralysis and fear’ among officials, says CJI Bobde

The right to question is the hallmark of a democracy. Any attack on the RTI law, which has
empowered citizens to question those in power, is an attack on the foundation of our democratic
republic. It is a clear reflection of the lack of political will of governments to be answerable to the
people of the country.

As the RTI law completes 15 years, it is again time for those whom it empowers — the citizens
— to assert themselves and protect their fundamental right to information, which they attained
after a long struggle.

Anjali Bhardwaj and Amrita Johri are members of the National Campaign for Peoples’ Right to
Information
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Dear reader,
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of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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A WEAK LINK IN THE ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
CHAIN
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Role of NGOs, SHGs, Donors & Charities, and Institutional & other

Stakeholders in Development Process

For about three decades now, a large number of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) are
intensively engaged in the task of improving elementary education in the country. A paper in the
Economic & Political Weekly of May 2005, titled How Large Is India’s Non-Profit Sector?,
estimates about three million paid workers in the voluntary sector through 1.2 million
organisations. The paper estimates that 20.4% of this workforce (about 6 lakh workers) is
engaged in education. According to a newspaper report, “India has 31 lakh NGOs, more than
double the number of schools” (August 1, 2015), the number of NGOs in the country was more
than 31 lakh — more than double the number estimated in the above mentioned paper. With
these data, it should be a safe guess to estimate that there are now more than 12 lakh NGO
workers engaged in education (even if there could be only 50% of them in school education, and
the remainder involved in improving reach and quality). The lower end of the estimated number
of NGO staff working for the improvement of quality and reach in elementary education must be
over three lakh.

It is most probable that these workers are engaged in direct teaching in classrooms,
demonstrating various activities and methods to teachers, conducting teacher workshops and so
on. Most NGOs and large foundations believe that these people work as catalysts and influence
the functioning of the system. For various reasons, they are supposed to be more effective than
regular employees in the government system.

Also read | Easing norms for NGOs in schools: Teachers and experts raise concerns

There is a lot of discussion around education and the Continuous Professional Development of
Teachers (CPDT). These NGO workers have a significant part in the CPDT, for example, in
annual in-service training and pedagogy improvement workshops. We should be asking
ourselves whether these workers are adequately prepared for this difficult task. As an example,
let us take quality improvement, which is currently the biggest concern in education.

Anyone who can successfully contribute to the improvement of educational quality must have
some idea of what educational quality happens to be. A very common notion of what good
quality school is in our society is based on a high score in the board examinations. Suppose the
curriculum is irrelevant to the life of people (as it is often claimed), would it still indicate high
quality? Further, suppose that high scoring is achieved by subjecting children to severe
punishment and stress, would it still remain an indicator of high quality? If the response to last
two questions is negative, then we can conclude that appropriateness of curriculum and
pedagogy also need to be considered in defining quality of education. But how do we know what
good or appropriate curriculum and pedagogy are? On what criteria can we decide that?

The four documents currently providing a framework of principles, guidelines and legal
stipulations to deal with such questions are the National Curriculum Framework 2005 (NCF),
The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE), the National
Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education 2009 (NCFTE) and the National Education Policy
2020 (NEP 2020). Even if the NCF and NCFTE change in the near future, the new documents
are likely to have much in common with the present ones. Therefore, it is worthwhile to assume
that any worker engaged in education improvement should reasonably understand these and

https://www.epw.in/journal/2005/19/commentary/how-large-indias-non-profit-sector.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/concern-over-allowing-ngos-to-work-with-schoolchildren/article29551383.ece
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similar documents. Let us take an example from each one of these documents to see what is
involved.

Regarding pedagogy, the RTE, in Section 29(e), recommends “learning through activities,
discovery and exploration in a child friendly and child-centered manner”. To use this definition in
school improvement, the NGO worker has to ask himself questions such as : What is discovery?
How and what can children learn through discovery? Does discovery method have any
limitations as a pedagogy? Further, the NCF recommends constructivist pedagogy. What is the
constructivist method of learning? Is it the same as recommended by the NCF?

On curriculum, NEP 2020, paragraph 4.23 says “certain subjects, skills, and capacities should
be learned by all students to become good, successful, innovative, adaptable, and productive
human beings in today’s rapidly changing world. … these skills include: scientific temper and
evidence-based thinking; creativity and innovativeness; sense of aesthetics and art; oral and
written communication; health and nutrition; physical education, fitness, wellness, and sports;
collaboration and teamwork; problem solving and logical reasoning; vocational exposure and
skills; digital literacy, coding, and computational thinking; ethical and moral reasoning;
knowledge and practice of human and Constitutional values; gender sensitivity; Fundamental
Duties; citizenship skills and values”.

If we want to use this policy, we need to understand what paragraphs such as the above say.
One has to note the complexity and profusion of terms used. What do all these words and
phrases mean? Is the paragraph internally consistent? Is this paragraph consistent with the
NCF? Do the NCF and NEP need to be consistent with each other?

The paragraph from NEP 2020 also highlights certain aims of education: namely, to make all
children “good, successful, innovative, adaptable, and productive human beings in today’s
rapidly changing world”. Are these aims consistent with each other? Do they have any relative
weightage? What if some schools produce children who are highly successful, innovative,
adaptable, productive, extremely competitive, and uncaring for others? Would we be happy to
call them “good” and consider such an education to be high quality education?

The last example, the NCFTE (page 23), says that we need teachers who “[P]romote values of
peace, democratic way of life, equality, justice, liberty, fraternity, secularism and zeal for social
reconstruction”. Are these two quotes, one from NEP 2020 and the other from the NCFTE,
compatible with each other? Are they emphasising the same values or have significant
difference with each other?

It seems bringing about improvement in the quality of education is not a simple task that one can
accomplish just by desire, hard work and interaction with teachers. It seems to require answers
to a plethora of questions. Could it be that our attempts for over three decades have failed, at
least partly, because most people working for improvement do not have reasonable answers to
such questions?

Just reading these documents may be adequate for a layman not engaged in educational
activities and teacher capacity building. But for someone engaged in CPDT, a study of these
documents alone will neither answer the questions raised above nor give him/her any better
insight into these documents. The positions taken in these and other such documents, as well as
in decision making in education, are based on a vast repertoire of theoretical knowledge. A
major part of this theoretical knowledge is drawn from the philosophy of education, political
theories, sociology of education, psychology of learning and development, and a contextual
understanding of the current needs of our society. Understanding an adequate part of all this
and their implications for curriculum, pedagogy, and teacher development, therefore, becomes
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imperative to be effective in quality improvement or to contribute to good education.

If the argument outlined so far is even tentatively acceptable, then a strong programme for
capacity building of NGO workers engaged in educational improvement becomes an urgent
need.

However, NGOs do not seem to be paying adequate attention to this very important area. Nor
do universities and teacher education colleges seem to be offering any short term and/or
distance learning courses for this sector. If we want to implement NEP 2020 — presently leaving
its merits and demerits aside — and really want to see improvement in the quality of education
available to our children, we need to pay very close attention to capacity building of this vast
workforce engaged in the field. Without adequate preparation, the assumption that the mere
appointment of a person in an NGO and being placed in the field will automatically develop the
capabilities of these workers is incorrect, and a case of sheer injustice to them, to the education
system, and to children in schools.

Rohit Dhankar is Professor, Azim Premji University, Bengaluru, and the Founder Secretary,
Digantar, Jaipur, Rajasthan. The views expressed are personal

This article is available only to our subscribers.

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=paywall&utm_medium=32856519&utm_campaign=lead&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=paywall&utm_medium=32856519&utm_campaign=lead


Page 31

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Please enter a valid email address.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 32

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-10-15

CENTRE CLEARS NEW 5,718 CRORE EDUCATION
SCHEME

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

NEW DELHI: The Union government on Wednesday approved a 5,718 crore centrally-
sponsored scheme to improve education outcomes with World Bank aid in six states and
announced that a similar programme will be rolled out in five other states.

Union minister Prakash Javadekar, at a cabinet briefing, said the scheme aims to ensure that
learning is based on understanding of a subject. It also said that language learning will be the
focus for up to third standard and the way the exams are designed and held will be reformed.

That students achieve proficiency in language and an improvement in secondary school
completion rate are among the goals of the scheme.

“There will be separate assessment board or institution that will come into force. The programme
is aided by the World Bank. The central government with World Bank aid will give (about) 3,700
crore and (about) 2,000 crore will come from states," said the minister.

The project titled Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States (STARS) gets a $500
million support from the World Bank. The scheme covers Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Kerala and Odisha, said Javadekar.

"Similar programme with ADB co-operation will be rolled out in Gujarat, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand,
Assam, and Tamil Nadu. This is an important milestone at the start of the new education policy,"
the minister said.

It seeks to support states in improving education and better “labour market outcomes."

The STARS programme builds on the long partnership between India and the World Bank, since
1994, for strengthening public school education and to support the country’s goal of providing
education for all, Mint had reported on 28 June when the World Bank board had cleared the
financial assistance for the scheme.

The Union cabinet also gave an in-principle clearance to the demerger of Nagarnar Steel Plant
(NSP) from National Minerals Development Corporation (NMDC) Ltd. and its strategic
disinvestment. NSP is a three-million-ton-a-year steel plant being set up by NMDC at Nagarnar
in Chhattisgarh at a cost of Rs.23,140 crore, as per a government statement.

The cabinet also cleared a plan for enhancing commercial viability of the existing Strategic
Petroleum Reserves of Indian Strategic Petroleum Reserve Ltd.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperMint is now on Telegram. Join Mint channel in your Telegram
and stay updated with the latest business news.

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
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CABINET APPROVES RS. 5718 CRORE WORLD BANK
AIDED PROJECT STARS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
following:                                  

 

The project covers 6 States namely Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Kerala and Odisha. The identified States will be supported tor various interventions for
improving the quality of education. Besides this project, it is also envisaged to implement a
similar ADB funded project in 5 states namely Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and
Assam. All states will partner with one other state for sharing their experiences and best
practices.

The STARS project seeks to support the states in developing, implementing, evaluating and
improving interventions with direct linkages to improved education outcomes and school to work
transition strategies for improved labour market outcomes. The overall focus and components of
the STARS project are aligned with the objectives of National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of
Quality Based Learning Outcomes.

The Project envisions improving the overall monitoring and measurement activities in the Indian
School Education System through interventions in selected states. The project shifts focus from
the provision of inputs and maintaining of outputs to actual outcomes by linking the receipt and
disbursement of funds to these outcomes. 

The STARS Project has two major components:

 1)      At the national level, the project envisages the following interventions which will benefit all
states and UTs:

Further, the STARS project includes a Contingency Emergency Response Component (CERC)
under the National Component which would enable it to be more responsive to any natural,
man-made and health disasters. It will help the government respond to situations leading to loss
of learning such as school closures/infrastructure damage, inadequate facilities and use
technology for facilitating remote learning etc.  The CERC component would facilitate the rapid
re-categorization of financing and the utilization of streamlined financing request procedures.

2)       At the State level, the project envisages:

 

 

The STARS project also aims to focus on initiatives of PM e-Vidya, Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy Mission and National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood
Care and Education as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

Some of the measurable outcomes of the project are Increase in students achieving minimum
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proficiency in grade 3 language in selected states, Improvement in secondary school completion
rate, Improvement in governance index scores, Strengthened learning assessment systems,
Partnerships developed to facilitate cross-learning between states, and improvement in the
State level service delivery such as Strengthening planning and management capacities for
decentralized management by training of BRCs and CRCs, Strengthened school management
by training of Head Teachers and Principals for improved education service delivery.

*****

KSD

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
following:                                  

 

The project covers 6 States namely Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Kerala and Odisha. The identified States will be supported tor various interventions for
improving the quality of education. Besides this project, it is also envisaged to implement a
similar ADB funded project in 5 states namely Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand and
Assam. All states will partner with one other state for sharing their experiences and best
practices.

The STARS project seeks to support the states in developing, implementing, evaluating and
improving interventions with direct linkages to improved education outcomes and school to work
transition strategies for improved labour market outcomes. The overall focus and components of
the STARS project are aligned with the objectives of National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 of
Quality Based Learning Outcomes.

The Project envisions improving the overall monitoring and measurement activities in the Indian
School Education System through interventions in selected states. The project shifts focus from
the provision of inputs and maintaining of outputs to actual outcomes by linking the receipt and
disbursement of funds to these outcomes. 

The STARS Project has two major components:

 1)      At the national level, the project envisages the following interventions which will benefit all
states and UTs:

Further, the STARS project includes a Contingency Emergency Response Component (CERC)
under the National Component which would enable it to be more responsive to any natural,
man-made and health disasters. It will help the government respond to situations leading to loss
of learning such as school closures/infrastructure damage, inadequate facilities and use
technology for facilitating remote learning etc.  The CERC component would facilitate the rapid
re-categorization of financing and the utilization of streamlined financing request procedures.

2)       At the State level, the project envisages:

 

 

The STARS project also aims to focus on initiatives of PM e-Vidya, Foundational Literacy and
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Numeracy Mission and National Curricular and Pedagogical Framework for Early Childhood
Care and Education as part of the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.

Some of the measurable outcomes of the project are Increase in students achieving minimum
proficiency in grade 3 language in selected states, Improvement in secondary school completion
rate, Improvement in governance index scores, Strengthened learning assessment systems,
Partnerships developed to facilitate cross-learning between states, and improvement in the
State level service delivery such as Strengthening planning and management capacities for
decentralized management by training of BRCs and CRCs, Strengthened school management
by training of Head Teachers and Principals for improved education service delivery.

*****

KSD
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THE ROAD TO ZERO HUNGER BY 2030
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

Food is the essence of life and the bedrock of our cultures and communities. It can be a
powerful means to bring people together to grow, nourish and sustain the planet. The
exceptional circumstances we have all been living in through 2020 underscores this — not only
does COVID-19 pose a threat to food security and agricultural livelihoods, it compounds the
threats already faced by 690 million people around the world. This World Food Day, we — the
food agencies of the United Nations (UN) — pledge to work together to end hunger, eradicate
food insecurity and achieve Sustainable Development Goal 2.

There is much to be done. While we can all be proud of the progress we have made — for
instance, agricultural productivity has improved significantly in recent decades — yet sadly,
more than two billion people globally still lack access to sufficient, nutritious and safe food.
Projections show that the world is not on track to achieve zero hunger by 2030, or to meet global
nutrition targets.

Also read | Fight against hunger disrupted by coronavirus-induced recession

India has gone from being a net importer to a net exporter of food grains. This strength has been
evident through the pandemic. Central and State governments were able to distribute around 23
million tonnes from India’s large domestic food grain reserves in three months (April to June)
through the Public Distribution System, providing much-needed emergency assistance to
families around the country. The government also successfully mobilised food rations for 820
million people from April to November 2020, including finding alternate solutions to provide food
rations to 90 million schoolchildren. Throughout the national lockdown imposed in March, there
were efforts to remove bottlenecks in the food supply chain due to restrictions on movements,
and to ensure that agricultural activities weren’t disrupted. Thanks to these measures,
agriculture grew at 3.4% during the first quarter this financial year and the area cultivated this
kharif exceeded 110 million hectares. This is a major achievement.

But the focus on food during the COVID-19 containment measures has also brought out the
multi-dimensionality of India’s food challenges — not least those centred around malnutrition
and climate change. Even as malnutrition in India has notably declined over the past decade,
the Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey 2016-18 revealed that over 40 million children are
chronically malnourished, and more than half of Indian women aged 15-49 years are anaemic.
Initiatives such as the Integrated Child Development Services — which provides cooked meals
and take-home rations to 100 million children under the age of six, as well as to pregnant and
lactating mothers — and the mid-day meal programme, are however stellar examples of how the
government is working to fix these challenges.

Climate change continues to be a real and potent threat to agrobiodiversity, which will impact
everything from productivity to livelihoods across food and farm systems. Though India is
dealing innovatively with climate change — for example, through the development of drought
and flood tolerant seed varieties, weather-based agricultural advisories, promotion of millets,
and small-scale irrigation — this year, we saw how climate-related shocks made it difficult for
farmers to deal with pest and locust attacks, as well as floods and cyclones. Intensified food
production systems with excessive use of chemicals and unsustainable farming practices cause
soil degradation, fast depletion of groundwater table and rapid loss of agro-biodiversity. These
challenges multiply with an increase in fragmentation of landholdings. In India, more than 86%
farmers have less than two hectares of land contributing around 60% of the total food grain

https://www.thehindu.com/coronavirus/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/hunger/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/8-crore-to-13-crore-people-may-go-hungry-due-to-covid-induced-recession/article32095212.ece
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production and over half the country’s fruits and vegetables.

Essay | The global text of hunger

All this points to two undeniable imperatives: the way we produce food must change through
agroecology and sustainable production practices in agriculture and allied sectors; and second,
we must stop the waste — one-third of the food we produce is wasted. That is why the UN, and
our three agencies — the FAO (The Food and Agriculture Organisation), IFAD (International
Fund for Agricultural Development) and WFP (The World Food Programme) — are committed to
working with government, civil society, farmers’ organisations and the private sector to build
sustainable food systems.

During the COVID-19-precipitated lockdown, the FAO, IFAD and the WFP worked in close
coordination to support the Government of India’s Empowered Group 5 on facilitating supply
chain and logistics management, so necessary items such as food and medicines were
available. The agencies provided daily updates on the real-time situation on the ground, collating
challenges/red flags, dynamic anecdotal data and good practices from their sources in the field.
This prompted swift action in terms of resolving bottlenecks and ensured progress on
addressing red flag issues.

Profile | World Food Programme, leading the global fight against hunger

What is a food system? It is a framework that includes every aspect of feeding and nourishing
people: from growing, harvesting and processing to packaging, transporting, marketing and
consuming food. To be sustainable, a food system must provide enough nutritious food for all
without compromising feeding future generations.

As countries begin to develop and implement COVID-19 recovery plans, it is also an opportunity
to adopt innovative solutions based on scientific evidence so they can build back better and
make food systems more resilient and sustainable. Today, with the FAO celebrating 75 years of
fighting hunger in over 130 countries, IFAD becoming the first UN agency to receive a credit
rating, and the WFP being awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace this year, we are more committed
— and better prepared — than ever to together develop solutions with the government, civil
society and private sector.

Comment | It’s about food, nutrition and livelihood security

That is why this World Food Day (October 16), we call for global solidarity to help all
populations, and especially the most vulnerable, to recover from the crisis, and to make food
systems more resilient and robust. Everybody — governments, the private sector, civil society
and local communities — has a role to play in transforming our food systems so they can
withstand increasing volatility and climate shocks, deliver affordable and sustainable healthy
diets for all, and provide decent livelihoods for food chain workers. We must all work in concert
to make sure that our food systems nourish a growing population and sustain the planet,
together.

Tomio Shichiri is the FAO Representative in India; Rasha Omar is Country Director, IFAD India,
and Bishow Parajuli is Representative and Country Director, WFP India. The views expressed
are personal
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MANY GAINS IN FIGHTING HIV
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of People with HIV-AIDS - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

In this challenging moment when we are confronted with one of the biggest health emergencies
in our history, the COVID-19 pandemic, we find our strength in the gains we are making despite
this disruption.

The newly released 2019 HIV estimates by the National AIDS Control Organization
(NACO)/Ministry of Health and Family Welfare with the technical support of UNAIDS tell us that
there has been a 66.1% reduction in new HIV infections among children and a 65.3% reduction
in AIDS-related deaths in India over a nine-year period. The number of pregnant women living
with HIV has reduced from 31,000 in 2010 to 20,000 in 2019. Overall, antenatal coverage has
expanded, and HIV testing has increased over time and within target range. Treatment coverage
has also expanded.

Under the leadership of NACO, a ‘Fast-Tracking of EMTCT (elimination of mother-to-child
transmission) strategy-cum-action plan’ was outlined by June 2019, in the run-up towards
December 2020: the deadline to achieve EMTCT. The plan entailed mobilisation and
reinforcement of all national, State and partners’ collective efforts — in a strategic manner, with
district-level focus, and considering latest evidence — so that the States/Union Territories and
the country as a whole achieve the EMTCT goal. Additionally, in March 2020, we began efforts
to minimise challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

From 2010 to 2019, India made important progress in reducing the HIV impact on children
through prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV. This was done through education and
communication programmes; increased access to HIV services with innovative delivery
mechanisms for HIV testing (community-based testing, partner testing or index testing);
counselling and care; and treatment and follow-ups. India made HIV testing for all pregnant
women free and HIV treatment is offered the same way nationwide without cost to pregnant
mothers living with HIV through the national ‘treat all’ policy.

Cognisant of the challenge of diagnosing 20,000 pregnant women living with HIV in an
estimated 30 million pregnancies annually in India, for two years UNICEF has worked with the
World Health Organization and NACO to identify high burden districts (in terms of density of
pregnant women living with HIV) as the last mile towards disease elimination.

Since 2002, when the EMTCT of HIV programmes or prevention of parent-to-child transmission
of HIV were launched in India, a series of policy, programmatic and implementation strategies
were rolled out so that all pregnant women can access free HIV testing along with other services
at antenatal clinics, and free treatment regimens for life to prevent HIV transmission from
mothers to babies. This has been made possible in government health centres and grass-root
level workers through village health and nutrition days and other grass-roots events under the
National Health Mission.

Indeed, the approach being promoted by UNICEF in focusing attention and resources in high
burden districts is supported by the HIV strategic information division of NACO and UNAIDS to
better understand the locations and populations most HIV affected, so that technical support and
HIV services can be directed towards these areas.

However, there remains a need for increased treatment saturation coverage and for early HIV
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testing and treatment initiation to become the normal. While periodic monitoring of the data and
reviews are the mainstay of the programme response, by 2019 it was very evident to all the
stakeholders that while there are successes, we have a long way to go towards the final targets.

Using data-driven and decision-making approaches, we are certain that AIDS will no longer be a
public health threat for children in India by the end 2030, if not before.

Bilali Camara is UNAIDS Country Director for India
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NO GREAT ESCAPE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
INDIA’S LOW RANK ON NUTRITIONAL INDICES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

India’s poor progress on nutritional indices must dispel the hubris surrounding strong economic
growth for years, and turn national focus on persisting hunger, wasting and stunting among
children. This year’s Global Hunger Index (GHI) places India in the company of Sudan — rank
94 among 107 countries — with the unedifying assessment of the national situation as “serious”.
The country’s score of 27.2 is the worst among BRICS countries, and inferior to Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh and Nepal. The GHI is developed around wasting and stunting (under five),
the share of the population with insufficient caloric intake, and child mortality. Index scores by
international agencies have been critiqued as flawed for choosing the wrong weights in scoring,
and also for not including genetics and social determinants, but that would be a narrow view.
The evidence from the NFHS-4 of 2015-16 is not very different. The reality is that national policy
has no appetite for a radical transformation in the delivery of adequate nutrition especially to
women and children, and has paid inadequate attention to achieving diet diversity through the
PDS. On the other hand, the country is widely seen as falsely equating energy calories with a
diverse diet. The existing deprivation has been aggravated by the pandemic, with food inflation
putting pressure on depleted incomes or meagre pensions and savings.

The NFHS-4 found that under-five stunting from chronic undernourishment stood at 38%, and
wasting, a result of acute lack of nutrition, at 21%. These data represent some progress, at a
drop of about 10 percentage points in both categories compared to a decade earlier, although
steady economic prosperity should have yielded a far bigger social dividend. The latest GHI
measure is a reminder that much work is necessary to bring the true benefits of the National
Food Security Act to the unreached, not merely as hunger mitigation through cereals, but as
nourishment through a diverse diet that includes fat, protein and micronutrients. But there are
worrying indications that the Centre has chosen the wrong course. In its pursuit of fraud within
the PDS, it is inclined to take hard measures that would deprive the disabled and the elderly of
even cereals, by insisting on biometric verification to get supplies. Strengthening the PDS, with a
focus on women’s health, would lead to healthier pregnancies, and stronger supplemental
nutrition under the ICDS scheme would give children a better chance at all-round development.
The importance of sustained, immediate intervention is further underscored by recent findings of
International Food Policy Research Institute scholars that three out of four rural Indians cannot
afford a balanced, nutritious diet. The right to food would be meaningless if it leaves a large
section of Indians hungry, stunted and wasted.
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THE MANACLES OF CASTE IN SANITATION WORK
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Even in 2020, the Indian government and our civil society continue to grapple with the inhuman
nature of manual scavenging. While civil society started a movement in the 1990s to abolish dry
latrines, the focus now is on manhole deaths and provision of safety equipment to sanitation
workers. The movement has been demanding the abolition of the dehumanising practice of the
manual removal of human excreta and calls for the introduction of mechanisation for handling
waste. Various State governments and the previous Central governments have responded to
these civil society demands by introducing different laws to stop manual scavenging and provide
incentives to build toilets.

If, on the one hand, the civil society has tended to approach this issue as a collective problem
that needs to be addressed by the State, on the other, the current ruling dispensation seems to
be framing the issue as a spectacle in the form of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, and is addressing
the problem in terms of an obstacle in the way of tourism promotion.

Also read | Manual scavenging left 282 dead since 2016

In 1993, the then government promulgated an Act prohibiting the construction of unsanitary dry
latrines and employing manual scavengers.

The Act defined ‘manual scavenger’ as a person engaged in or employed for manually carrying
human excreta. On August 18, 2010, I recorded a video of a sanitation worker entering a
manhole without any safety gear, in the English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad,
for Dalit Camera, a YouTube channel that documents the experiences of Dalits, Adivasis,
Bahujans and other minorities. I also approached various social movements that were
campaigning against dry latrines and requested them to include this aspect of manual
scavenging to their campaigns, to no avail.

The government’s description of dry latrine was a problem, as it defined dry latrine as “latrine
other than a water-seal latrine”. Manual scavenging was not just a practice related to dry
latrines, but also to insanitary latrines and open defecation. Until the introduction of the
Employment of Manual Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act in 1993,
State governments had a post called ‘scavengers’. A scavenger’s job was to manually remove
human excreta in households and designated places. The local authorities levied scavenging tax
on houses for availing this service. But after the Act was introduced, State governments
themselves became agencies that would enforce prohibition of the construction or usage of dry
latrines.

Ten years later, the Safai Karamchari Andolan, a social movement that campaigned against
manual scavenging, along with other organisations, filed a public interest litigation in the
Supreme Court. The demand was to direct State governments and Union Territories to strictly
enforce the law to stop the practice of manual removal of human excreta. Mounting pressure
from civil society, coupled with the intervention of the Supreme Court, forced the Central
government to conduct a survey of manual scavengers in 2013. The survey found that dry
latrines and manual removal of human excreta still persisted. In the same year, the government
introduced the Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act.

Also read | Manual scavenging fatalities highest in Tamil Nadu, says survey
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Though the construction of dry latrines has drastically reduced, the number of deaths in
manholes, sewers and septic tanks continues to remain high. The present government had
plans to amend the 2013 Act to completely mechanise the cleaning of sewers and manholes
and build new sewers. But neither the past nor the present amendment addresses the issue of
labour safety. Same is the case with the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which skirts the issue of
labour rights and the stigma attached to sanitation. As a matter of fact, in Tamil Nadu, all political
parties have trade unions for government servants, except for sanitation workers. Bodily wastes
are seen as unholy elements that need to be kept away from places of living, cooking, studying,
or worshipping. Not only toilets, but even cleaning work is seen as a lowly job in India. Dalit
movements have been found wanting in this regard — there have hardly been any organised
movements to demand permanent job status for sanitation workers. Most sanitation contracts
are given to private contractors or self-help groups, and such staff hardly have ID cards, leave
alone the protection of medical insurance policies.

Also read | Govt. to introduce bill to make law banning manual scavenging more stringent

Workforce in sanitation departments is recruited via open competition. The local administration
usually approaches particular caste members during such hiring. The situation is so dire that
while we find volunteers to distribute food and undertake rescue operations during natural
calamities, hardly any volunteer offers to do clean-up work or dispose of dead bodies. During the
last Chennai floods, sanitation workers from the Nilgiris district were made to travel in garbage
trucks to Chennai. This situation has continued even during the COVID-19 pandemic. In Tamil
Nadu, sanitation workers are asked to work in newly formed COVID-19 wards. For example, the
Gudalur municipality in the State issued an order to six of its staff members to work in COVID-19
wards. Similarly, in Kotagiri town panchayat, officials asked the sons of sanitation workers to
work in COVID-19 wards.

Also read | Burying democracy in human waste

Unlike other labour forces, sanitation workers do not have a separate rule-book that lays down
guidelines for their work timings, holidays, a proper place for roll call, removal from duty, etc. For
example, in the Nilgiris district of Tamil Nadu, all the sanitation workers have to stand outside
the office during the morning and afternoon roll calls. If they reach early, they are seen sitting on
roadside pavements. Even though there are spaces within the office premises, the officers force
them to stand outside. The officials claim that the practice is traditional and that for any change,
new rules need to be formed. There are no vehicles for sanitation workers to travel to their
designated workspaces, and they have to either walk for kilometres or use garbage vehicles .
This is a forced choice and is connected to the dignity of a worker. To put this in contrast, no
supervisor would stand and travel with the sanitation workers.

There are hardly any exclusive trade unions for sweepers, and unlike other sections in
government or private workforce, their problems are voiced by only those who are not
associated with sanitation work — often NGOs. This, I argue, is because in India, sanitation
work is caste-ridden and hence, there is an urgent need to dissociate caste from labour.

Dr. Raees Muhammad is the director of Dalit Camera and general secretary of the Nilgiris All
India Sanitation Workers Self Respect Trade Union, Tamil Nadu
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WHY MODI'S PLAN FOR HIGHER LEGAL MARRIAGE
AGE OF WOMEN IS ENORMOUS ECONOMIC BOOSTER

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

A government-appointed panel is looking at the right marriageable age for women in India, with
Modi saying a decision would be taken soon.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s proposal to raise the legal age for marriage of women carry
“enormous" economic and social gains for India, according to a State Bank of India report.

"Increase in marriage age has enormous benefits on social and economic fronts for women,"
Soumya Kanti Ghosh, an economist with SBI, wrote in a report to clients Thursday.

The report titled, "Increasing the legal age of women marriage: A dominant strategy for societal
good, financially empowering women," counts benefits such as lowering maternal deaths and
improving nutrition levels in the near term to putting more girls in college and enabling women to
achieve greater financial independence in the long-term.

“This is clear from the data," Ghosh said. “The working age population increases with high
marriage age."

A government-appointed panel is looking at the right marriageable age for women in India, with
Modi saying a decision would be taken soon. This would be the first revision in more than four
decades and put India in the league of Asian peers such as China, Japan and Singapore.

The marriage age for women in India might be raised to 21 years, the same as for men,
according to Ghosh, who sees the number of women graduates rising as much as 7 percentage
points from 9.8% at present.

"35% of females in India are married before the age of 21 years. The situation is grave in some
states. Surprisingly, the situation in West Bengal is the worst across all states with the mean
marriage age only 20.9 years and almost 47% of females getting married before the age of 21
years, even worse than Bihar and Rajasthan," the report states.

“The move will have other legal and psychological benefits also," Ghosh said. “Any ground-level
change will only happen when the psyche of people alter."

Ghosh says that increasing the legal age for marriage is a must even legally as it should get us
out of the stereotype mindset that women are more mature than men of the same age and
therefore can be allowed to marry sooner.
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THE HINDU EXPLAINS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Poverty & Hunger and related issues

To tackle child malnutrition effectively, all aspects of household deprivation need to be
addressed to improve maternal health. File   | Photo Credit: K.K. Mustafah

The story so far: India has been ranked 94 on the 2020 Global Hunger Index (GHI), lower than
neighbours like Bangladesh and Pakistan. The GHI showed that nearly 690 million people in the
world are undernourished; 144 million children suffer from stunting, a sign of chronic
undernutrition; 47 million children suffer from wasting, also a sign of acute undernutrition. The
number of young children in India who are very short and thin, reflecting severe undernutrition,
puts it alongside the poorest African nations, with some indicators showing actual declines over
the last five years.

The GHI is an annual peer-reviewed publication by Concern Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe. It
aims to track hunger at global, regional and national levels. It uses four parameters to calculate
its scores.

Editorial | No great escape: On India’s low rank on nutritional indices

One third of the score comes from the level of undernourishment in a country, which is the share
of the population with insufficient caloric intake, and uses Food and Agriculture Organization
data. The other three parameters are based on children under the age of five years. A third of
the score comes from child mortality rate, which often reflects the fatal mix of inadequate
nutrition and unhealthy environments. The remaining third of the score is based on child
wasting, which is the share of children who have low weight for their height, reflecting acute
undernutrition, and child stunting, which is the share of children who have low height for their
age, reflecting chronic undernutrition.

These parameters use information from the World Health Organization, the World Bank and the
United Nations, although all these international organisations draw from national data, which, in
India’s case, includes the National Family Health Surveys (NFHS). There is always a time lag in
such data, so the 2020 scores are based on data from 2015-19.

This results in a 100-point scale, with zero meaning no hunger at all. Countries scoring 9.9 and
less are classified as having a low severity. A score between 10 and 19.9 is considered
moderate, that from 20 to 34.9 is serious, and a score of 35 or more is alarming. These
classifications are comparable over time, but the rankings themselves are not comparable, as
the number of countries included in each particular year varies.

Also read | Need a different approach to address child malnutrition

In 2020, India falls in the ‘serious’ category on the Index, with a total score of 27.2. This is a
definite improvement from the situation two decades ago, when it scored 38.9 and fell into the
‘alarming’ category. However, its scores are abysmal when compared to its peers in the BRICS
countries. China and Brazil both scored under five, and are considered to have very low levels of
hunger. South Africa is ranked 60 with a score of 13.5, indicating moderate levels of hunger. In
the serious category, India stands with some of the poorest African nations, as well as its own
South Asian neighbours, all of whom have better scores except Afghanistan. India is tied at the
94th rank out of 107 countries, sharing the rank with Sudan.
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In terms of overall undernourishment, 14% of India’s population does not get enough calories,
an improvement from almost 20% in 2005-07. The child mortality rate is 3.7%, a significant drop
from 9.2% in 2000. Many countries fare worse than India on these two parameters.

Also read | India’s child mortality rate declined between 1990 and 2019: UN

India’s poor score comes almost entirely from the child stunting and wasting parameters. Almost
35% of Indian children are stunted, and although this is much better than the 54.2% rate of
2000, it is still among the world’s worst. Also, 17.3% of Indian children under five are wasted,
which is the highest prevalence of child wasting in the world. There is no change from two
decades ago, when it was 17.1%. In fact, the situation improved to 15% in the 2010-14 data
period, but worsened again by 2015-19.

However, experts say this decline may also be partially due to vagaries in data collection.
Hunger is a seasonal phenomenon in many parts of the country, with families dependent on
agriculture for their livelihoods, facing lean periods based on the sowing and harvesting cycle.
There are seasonality differences between NFHS’s third and fourth rounds, meaning that higher
levels of wasting may have been seen in the fourth round, on which the latest scores are based,
because field data was collected after a lean period. However, even the Comprehensive
National Nutrition Survey (2016-18) shows the same 17.3% rate of wasting.

Also read | India’s under-5 mortality of girls exceeds that of boys, unlike global trend, says report

There is an interesting difference observed between child wasting in South Asia and the poorer
nations of Africa, according to researchers. African babies are usually healthy at birth, but as
they grow up into their toddler years, undernourishment starts to kick in. South Asian babies, on
the other hand, show very high levels of wasting very early in their lives, within the first six
months. “This reflects the poor state of maternal health, more than anything else,” says Purnima
Menon, a senior nutrition researcher at the International Food Policy Research Institute. “To talk
about solutions, we must recognise that this is the root cause. Mothers are too young, too short,
too thin and too undernourished themselves, before they get pregnant, during pregnancy, and
then after giving birth, during breast-feeding. It is more than a health issue, there are social
factors like early marriage … If so many young women are starting their pregnancies so badly,
then everything else you may do to help child nutrition later is like simply putting a band-aid on a
serious wound.”

Also read | 68% of under-5 deaths in India due to child, maternal malnutrition

Almost 42% of adolescent girls aged 15 to 19 have a low body mass index (BMI), while 54%
have anaemia. Almost 27% of girls are married before they reach the legal age of 18 years, and
8% of adolescents have begun child bearing in their teens. Almost half of all women have no
access to any sort of contraception. These poor indicators of maternal health have dire
consequences for the child’s health as well.

Poor sanitation, leading to diarrhoea, is another major cause of child wasting and stunting. At
the time of the last NFHS, almost 40% of households were still practising open defecation. Only
36% of households disposed of children’s stools in a safe manner. One in 10 children under the
age of five suffer from diarrhoea.

The Comprehensive National Nutrition Survey shows wide variability across States. Almost one
in three children in Jharkhand show acute undernutrition, with a 29% rate of wasting. Although
this is the worst State by far, other large States such as Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Karnataka also have one in five children who are wasted.
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Interestingly, other States that usually fare poorly on development indices, such as Bihar,
Rajasthan and Odisha, actually do better than the national average, with 13-14% rates of
wasting. Uttarakhand and Punjab, along with several north-eastern States, have levels of child
wasting below 10%.

Also read | Education for mothers directly linked to better nutrition for children: survey

In terms of stunting, Bihar performs the worst, with 42% of children too short for their age. Other
populous States like Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh also have stunting rates just below
40%, and so does Gujarat. At the other end of the scale, Jammu and Kashmir has only 15%
stunted children, while Tamil Nadu and Kerala are around the 20% mark.

Experts caution that there is no magic bullet. Food insecurity, poor sanitation, inadequate
housing, limited access to healthcare — all result in maternal distress that leads to the kind of
slow, chronic wasting seen in Indian children.

Comment | The double burden of malnutrition: need for urgent policy action

Although India has overall food security with record levels of foodgrain production in recent
years, access to healthy food is still difficult for poor households. A recent study showed that
three out of four rural Indians cannot afford the cheapest possible diet that meets the
requirements set by the government’s premier nutrition body. Over the last five years, the
Swachh Bharat Mission’s push for toilets for all and ending open defecation may have resulted
in better sanitation outcomes which could reflect in better maternal and child health in the NFHS
round five, which started collecting field data in 2018-19. The Integrated Child Development
Services programme aims to provide food, primary healthcare and immunisation services to
young children and mothers.

“There is no single solution. Every kind of household deprivation that makes life difficult for
women needs to be dealt with. The focus needs to be on healthy mothers,” says Dr. Menon.
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Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Dear reader,

We have been keeping you up-to-date with information on the developments in India and the
world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
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has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

Besides syringes, UNICEF is also buying 5 million safety boxes so that used syringes and
needles can be disposed of in a safe manner by personnel at health facilities, thus preventing
the risk of needle stick injuries and blood borne diseases
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-10-30

LAST CHILD MATTERS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

The digital pivot in India’s schooling system risks pushing it into deeper inequality, seven months
after schools shut down across the country to tackle the pandemic. A majority of children without
access to internet has been thrown into distress — a handful to the point of self-harm, as several
reports in this newspaper attest — by an exclusionary mode of learning. What reportage has
indicated so far is confirmed by the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) 2020, a phone
survey of 60,000-odd students across rural India. Only about one-third of the surveyed children
had access to online learning; only 11 per cent had access to live online classes. That the
burden of digital inequality has fallen on children shows up in the data. As many as 24.3 per cent
of the children said they had not received any learning material from the school in the week the
survey was held because they had no smartphone — almost 75 per cent of interaction with
schools was over WhatsApp.

Parents also appear to be acutely aware that the smartphone is the new English-medium
education in the way it overlays and deepens age-old hierarchies. The survey reports that 11 per
cent of parents bought a phone during the lockdown to prevent an interruption in their child’s
learning. A surge in the use of smartphones (as compared to 2018) has not been accompanied
by greater access, which itself shows that technological solutions on their own cannot be
enough to address this unforeseen crisis. What schools — both private and public — have done
well in is in reaching textbooks and worksheets to 80 per cent of students. The ASER report
offers a snapshot of the churn in the education system, and also how inherited disadvantages
continue to affect quality of learning. For instance, children with parents educated till Class X
had a markedly better access to learning in these months than the children of parents with fewer
years spent in school.

The report maps a crisis, but also holds out possibilities. For the private schools, it is a prod to
rethink an online-only mode of learning. For government schools, the growth in footfall is an
opportunity to improve the quality of teaching and retain students — it is possible, as has been
shown by government schools in Karnataka and Kerala, among others, during lockdown. The
experience of southern states in the past decades proves that investment in a public school
system multiplies opportunities manifold. The AAP government in Delhi has shown that it makes
for good politics. Till a vaccine is found, a resumption of classes is still a far way off. In the
interim, all stakeholders have to come together to minimise both loss of learning and the
emotional turmoil that comes from being left behind.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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GAPS IN LEARNING: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
RURAL STUDENTS AND THE PANDEMIC

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

In a year of severe disruption for schools caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, students in rural
areas have received only marginal assistance in the form of structured learning materials from
teachers, and have had to rely more on parents and siblings to study at home. This unsettling
finding by the Annual Status of Education Report 2020 should prompt the Centre and the State
governments to plan remedial measures for the future, when it will be safe again for students to
return to the classroom. In the interim, they must work with schools to make remote learning
possible. The ASER 2020 survey covering 26 States and four Union Territories has come up
with striking findings, including one of a shift in enrolments from private schools to government
institutions, of about five percentage points over 2018, ranging from class one to higher
secondary levels. Also, with the suspension of physical classes since the lockdown in March,
there is a marked rise in students not being enrolled, either because they dropped out, or
because it was not possible to get admitted. It must also concern governments that the digital
divide stands out starkly once again: the survey found 43.6% of students in government schools
without access to a smartphone, while 67.3% of those who received learning materials in these
institutions got them over WhatsApp, underscoring the role played by gadgets and connectivity.
On the other hand, only half the children got help with studies at home, a third got materials from
teachers, and nearly 60% used textbooks.

The ASER survey provides data that could facilitate intervention by the education system in
some respects, even if, going forward, schools opt for a hybrid solution of partial reopening and
online learning. Expanding availability of textbooks to all, including those who dropped out or are
waiting to be formally admitted, will help parents and siblings aid learning. Bridging the divide on
educational aids, now including smartphones, will enable transmission of learning materials, and
personal tutorial sessions. Beyond these basics, however, the education system could creatively
use opportunities during the current year to broaden learning. Students could use the safety of
the open countryside to learn, under guidance from teachers, a host of topics by doing things
themselves. This is particularly feasible for lower classes, where observational learning creates
a strong foundation. Educational video, which has helped thousands, can advance learning even
beyond the pandemic, using talented teacher-communicators. States such as Tamil Nadu and
Kerala have already hosted curriculum-based video lessons on the Internet, after beaming them
on television. It will take out-of-the-box thinking during the pandemic to come up with
interventions that are a substitute for traditional methods and prevent 2020 becoming a zero
year, as parents everywhere remain wary of sending children to school.
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difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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INDIAN RAILWAYS LAUNCHES OPERATION MERI
SAHELI

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Indian Railways has launched “Meri Saheli” initiative for focused action on security of women
across all zones with an objective to provide safety and security to lady passengers travelling by
trains for their entire journey from starting station to destination station.

An initiative of RPF, the Strategy of the entails interaction with lady passengers especially those
travelling alone by a team of young lady RPF personnel at the originating station. These lady
passengers are briefed about all precautions to be taken during the journey and told to dial 182
in case they face or see any problem in the coach. The RPF team collects only the seat
numbers of the ladies and conveys them to stoppages en-route. The platform duty RPF
personnel at the stopping stations en-route keep unobtrusive watch over the concerned coaches
and berths and if need arises, interact with the lady passengers. RPF/RPSF escort onboard also
covers all the coaches/identified berths during its duty period.

RPF teams at the destination collect the feedback from the identified lady passengers. The
feedback is then analysed and corrective action, if any, is taken. If some distress call comes
from a train covered under “Meri Saheli” initiative, the disposal of the call is monitored at the
level of senior officers.

The “Meri Saheli” initiative was started as a pilot project in South Eastern Railway in September
2020 and after getting encouraging response from lady passengers, it was extended to all zones
and KRCL w.e.f. 17.10.2020.The operation is gathering momentum.

*****

DJN

Indian Railways has launched “Meri Saheli” initiative for focused action on security of women
across all zones with an objective to provide safety and security to lady passengers travelling by
trains for their entire journey from starting station to destination station.

An initiative of RPF, the Strategy of the entails interaction with lady passengers especially those
travelling alone by a team of young lady RPF personnel at the originating station. These lady
passengers are briefed about all precautions to be taken during the journey and told to dial 182
in case they face or see any problem in the coach. The RPF team collects only the seat
numbers of the ladies and conveys them to stoppages en-route. The platform duty RPF
personnel at the stopping stations en-route keep unobtrusive watch over the concerned coaches
and berths and if need arises, interact with the lady passengers. RPF/RPSF escort onboard also
covers all the coaches/identified berths during its duty period.

RPF teams at the destination collect the feedback from the identified lady passengers. The
feedback is then analysed and corrective action, if any, is taken. If some distress call comes
from a train covered under “Meri Saheli” initiative, the disposal of the call is monitored at the
level of senior officers.

The “Meri Saheli” initiative was started as a pilot project in South Eastern Railway in September
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2020 and after getting encouraging response from lady passengers, it was extended to all zones
and KRCL w.e.f. 17.10.2020.The operation is gathering momentum.

*****
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